INTERVIEW WITH BLOOD BROTHERS DIRECTOR NICHOLAS JACOBSON-LARSON

The latest addition to BHS’s Drama Department is Nicholas Jacobson-Larson, who is directing the upcoming production Feb. 3-6 of the annual musical, Blood Brothers. This powerful musical by Willy Russell is a nature vs. nurture tale of fraternal twins separated at birth, one raised in an English family of great privilege and the other raised in poverty. Their friendship elicits both triumph and tragedy. Its two-decades plus production in London’s West End makes it one of the longest-running works of musical theatre in history, yet it’s relatively little known in this country.

The rather bold, adventurous choice of Blood Brothers for the BHS musical was Jacobson-Larson’s. Originally from Minnesota, he studied acting and directing at the University of Minnesota and musical theater writing, composition and conducting at Berklee College of Music, where he conducted The Light in the Piazza last January. His own  musical, To the Moon (an adaptation of Cyrano de Bergerac), had its world premiere at the Anoka Theatre, for whom he is currently writing an original musical. 

Q&A

So how are rehearsals going? 

Rehearsals are intense, fast-paced but fun. It’s a challenging piece for high school kids--though I hesitate to refer to them as “kids” because they are wise far beyond their years. 

Why this particular musical, Blood Brothers? 

I chose Blood Brothers because it is an actor’s musical, not your typical razzle dazzle, falling chandelier, flying witches Broadway fare. I wanted the choice to attract kids from all across the drama department, not just the kids who usually do the musical. 

What is your vision for your part in the drama program? If you had unlimited funding, what would you do for the program?

I would produce three musicals per school year: fall, winter and spring. More opportunities for the students to hone their skills and make lasting friendships. 

What’s the one quality you’d like to see more of in your students or in the BHS “scene?”

More guys at auditions. It’s always difficult to convince teenage boys that prancing around onstage while singing about “the bright golden haze on the meadow” is cool. 

BLOOD BROTHERS CAST

Narrator: David Kaim

Eddie: Tommy Corcoran

Mickey: Niki von Krusenshem

Sammy: David Friedman

Linda: Lily Waldron

Mrs. Johnstone: Laura Jacobs

Mrs. Lyons: Taya Beattie

Mr. Lyons: Felix Teich

Policeman: Max Thomsen

Donna Marie: Abby Outterson

Miss Jones: Hannah Kazimer

Catalogue Man: Anthony Re

Finance Woman: Becky Danning

Linda’s Friend: Becca Feidelson

Johnstone Kids: Ellie Lapidus Becca Feidelson Eva Ackerman Anna Shneyderman

Ensemble: Rikki Mueller Sasha Moriconi Gavi Mallory Catherine Marris Katharine Bohrs Vlada Georgieva Annika Jonas-Day Sarah Flemming  Asa Sutton Regina Raphael Molly Crane Alex Lam Eli Cherry

Garrett Callahan Morris Greenberg

