First Light Festival

By David Ullmann

   On Dec. 3 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., the streets of Coolidge Corner and Brookline Village were lined with numerous festivities as a part of the annual First Light Festival.  Though many see the festival as a sentimental tradition that symbolizes the beginning of the holiday season, much of its importance lies in the profound effect it has on the vitality of local businesses.  As an increased number of chain corporations open their doors in neighborhoods once abundant in independent stores, the need for this event becomes exceedingly more necessary. 

    “If you’re not somebody like the Gap who can take a full page ad in the paper, you need to work smarter,” said Marge Amster, the event’s steering committee member and employee of Brookline’s Economic Development Department. “You don’t have that kind of advertising budget to get your identity out there.”   

   The town’s especially high turnover rate also creates a continuous need for businesses to showcase their products to a new population and this time of year is key for businesses. “If you’re a retailer you typically make between 30 to 50 percent of your profit in the last quarter of the year,” said Amster.

   This year, the Festival’s fortunately good weather allowed for high attendance and a pleased community.  Performances were unique and varied from choral groups to jazz quartets and native Greek bands. They played in Brookline’s old and emerging businesses and, in some cases, free samples of food from the town’s local restaurants was available. 

 The vibe from the community suggests that the event was a major success and would ensure the lucrative holiday season that Brookline’s companies need.   “I’ve been able to go into a lot of stores that I really haven’t been in before, and it’s been really nice to see a lot of new things. I’m looking forward to buying for Chanukah and Christmas,” said sophomore Sonia Marton.  

   According to sophomore Emy Takinami, the festival was a “great start to the holiday season,” and Party Favor’s free samples of cupcakes successfully made her a future customer.   

    Keeping these companies thriving is key for the community as they have proven their commitment to the town through their greater charitable contributions.  Amster stressed their importance, “It’s the local guys that are the ones who say, ‘Yeah, I’m part of this community and I care,’” she said.


However, the event is beneficial in ways beyond its ability to keep Brookline wealthy.  Each year the Festival brings excitement and a strong sense of community to Coolidge Corner’s historic streets.  “I think you get a good energy from the people that crowd around,” said Note-A-Fy member Zoe Zachary.


Chobee Hoy, who has seen the First Light Festival from its beginning, views the event as serving two equally huge goals: “having really good fun as a community and also benefiting local businesses.”  No matter the different motivations for people to plan, donate or attend the event, it seems unanimous that the First Light Festival brought happiness to everyone involved.

