Freshman Play: Lord of the Flies


By: Nechama Muchnik

Many students were required to read Lord of the Flies in freshman English classes. Though opinions of the book vary, it is clear that after the re-imagining of the book, presented as this year’s freshman play, everyone has a new perspective and appreciation for the story. Directed by Summer Williams, the play turned out to be a serious crowd-pleaser.

             Since all the characters in the book are male, many roles were changed to accommodate female cast members. For example, the main character in the book, formally known as Ralph, was played by freshman Bella Ortiz-Wren in the role of Robyn. Ortiz-Wren brought passion and a new twist to her character. She was paired up with freshman Noah Krawitz, who played her sidekick and loyal companion, Piggy.

             The Black Box theater was transformed and the stage shifted to fit the intricate island set design. Shells and stones were scattered across the edges to give the effect of a beach. Electronic fireplaces were utilized to create the realistic, deserted feel.

            Overall, the performance proved to be very mature and was well executed. Powerful language was used and delivered with professional conviction. Many emotional responses were elicited from the audience, including laughter and gasps. All fighting scenes were believable and appropriate. Jack’s character, played by freshman Asif Zaarur, made many audiences truly believe the evil nature of his character. 

             Lord of the Flies proved spectacular. A scene played out by freshman Kate Rhodes portraying the character Simone, in which she spoke to the “beast” was well done. The freshman play was a strong depiction of the chaotic nature that arises within people when they are confronted with life or death situations.
