REVISIONS WAS A BLAST!

One of the most lively and varied concerts of each Performing Arts season at BHS is the freewheeling mix of dance and music known as ReVisions, and this year’s incarnation Jan. 7 and 8 offered one of the most rousing productions in recent memory. Friday night’s standing room only crowd of 150 plus (with many disappointed fans turned away at the door) was treated to performances ranging from the sweeping lyricism of the nine-member modern dance group Cantico to the assured harmonies and tight, multi-layered rhythms of the 14 singers of Testostatones, sounding the best they have in recent memory, in “Bouncing Around the Room.” 

Another student-run cappella troupe, Note-a-fy, set the evening’s tone with their spirited opener “Like a Prayer,” which beautifully showcased the group’s ensemble strength and depth of solo talent. The 16 girls of Perfect Pitch put their rapping skills on display in their version of  “Gangsta’s Paradise.”

Several performers offered original compositions, including Ben Yee Paulsen, who responded on the spot to emotions suggested by audience members with persuasive, engaging piano improvisations. (A film scorer in the making?)  Chan Kang has the whole package – goldspun vocals, prodigious guitar skills and songwriting talent – which he brought to his catchy, poignant original song “Endlessly.”  The Matt Vaughn Trio ( with guitarist Peter Wise and cellist Minhye Kim) offered a sophisticated rendition of Coldplay’s “You Belong to Me,” and Caitlin Ishibashi laid down a smooth saxophone melody over the jazzy electronica groove of Owl City’s “Fireflies.” Daniel Kovalcik displayed notable pianistic and compositional talents in his rhapsodic original tune “The Valley,” and engaging singer/guitarist David Whipple got the crowd clapping and singing along with his soulful rendition of U2’s  “I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For.”

But the primary motivation for ReVisions is to provide a venue for BHS’s dance and choreographic talents, and three of the evening’s duets were knock-your-socks-off impressive. Sophomores Anna Hoffee and Ava Moreno displayed serious ballet chops, expressive flair, and choreographic maturity in their lyrical duet to “I Will Stay with You.”  Senior Livia Celmaster shared the fruits of her independent choreography study in a beautifully-crafted and provocative duet about the cycle of a romantic relationship, given a gorgeous, committed performance by Isabel Anderson and David Kaim. Chloe Nasser and Ben Kirsch turned in a dazzling display of gymnastic skills in a routine of breathtaking lifts, precarious balances and remarkable flexibility. Two students offered traditional dances. An ornately-costumed Shagun Kaur presented a charming dance from India, her footwork accented by ankle bells and vivid inflections in the hands and head. Celina Sun traced swirling arcs and squiggles through the air with long cloth ribbons in a traditional dance from China.
The high-energy, rabble-rousing members of Needs Improvment were the evening’s informative, cleverly creative MC’s, keeping this dynamite show moving along at breakneck speed. 

BRAVO one and all!

