First Light Festivities

By Phoebe Anderson-Kline, Ben Berke and Max Doyle

   On Thursday, Dec. 3, holiday cheer spread throughout the corners of Brookline preceding the Boston-based First Light festival. One especially active area was Brookline Village, where storeowners were friendly and relaxed. From colored lights strung in store windows to miniature Christmas trees displayed in store fronts, nearly every store spread some holiday spirit. Concerts, plays and special performances graced many stores, drawing in the many spectators.  


Events in Brookline Village and Coolidge Corner were a mix of attractions for children and adults. Events ranged from meeting Hello Kitty and making decorative Chinese lanterns to special jazz performances and wine tasting at Visio Optics. The weather, for December, was surprisingly warm, and one Isis employee said, “It’s great that the weather is so warm. We’ve never seen so many people out!”


In every location music was a major component of the festivities. Students were especially involved in the musical performances, which included Jazz Band and other groups. “The Jazz Band’s concert was great.  We all crowded into this building and I think everyone who came thought it was pretty good, even people who don’t like jazz. [TD Bank] also gave out these ill jester hats,” said sophomore Nate Mullin. 

            Another, more blues-based, jazz group, not comprised of Brookline students, played the Coolidge Corner store Downtown Shooz. Perfect Pitch, Note-A-Fy and Testostatones sang, and a few folk bands played in Brookline restaurants and stores. Note-A-Fy was especially popular, drawing a crowd with their excellent harmonies and occasional outbreaks into beat-boxing and rapid-fire rap verses.


One of the most interesting and certainly the most unique event of the night was the impromptu dance session held on the corner of Beacon and Harvard street. In front of CVS, a smooth, slow- talking DJ pumped out hits of various bands from The Jackson 5 to Bon Jovi. Glowsticks lit up the DJ stand and a crowd gathered round to watch dancers  quickly choreograph and execute their dances to songs like “Thriller” and “Beat It.”

            However, sophomore Ben Sherak claims to have seen a “stylized kung fu demonstration” which would certainly have contested it in both oddity and randomness. 

