Evan Sternstein
Winter Concert 
Carolyn Castellano, jazz and concert band director, is counting down the days to the 14th annual Winter Concert at BHS. It will be her 14th year directing the show, and she has some new tricks up her sleeve for this year’s winter fusion of classical and jazz symphony. “We’ll make the pieces more fun, we’ll be quirky about how we interpret some of the lighter pieces,” she said.. 
Band members are no rookies to quirkiness mixed with music. “Last year when we did a Motown thing,” Castellano said. “Two of the guys were singing, and dancing while they were singing.”  Castellano has similar plans for the 2009 concert, though she’ll leave the choreography up to the students to improvise. While jazz band will take care of the more funky music, playing instruments such as saxophones, guitars, piano, drums, trumpets and bass, concert band will stick to its more classical roots.

The two bands are planning separate performances but will come together for a final collaboration to top off the night of music. “For jazz band, we’re doing a couple pieces, and for concert band my student teacher, Michelle, is going to be conducting ‘Mars’ by Gustav Holst. Then we’re going to be doing a selection of pieces from Disney’s The Jungle Book,” said Castellano. 
As for the percussion section, “They are going to be doing a piece called ‘Pulp Friction,’ which has a little holiday spin on it,” said Castellano. 

The students choose the selection of music in the spring for the following year. “Usually they’ll all decide on one piece,” Castellano explained.  

To gear up for the big show, band members must attend rehearsals and practices. They also have two daily rehearsals: one for their regular concert or jazz band, and one for the winter concert.  “We practice every A- block for jazz band, and every Z- block for the winter concert,” said sophomore Nate Mullin.  Mullin, a saxophonist in the jazz band enjoys the song selection the jazz band will perform. “It’s going to be a very good concert, everyone should come,” said Mullin. 

Steven Hyde, a senior trumpeter in concert band, feels that this year’s winter concert will be worth the hard work.  “Our teacher, Carolyn, has pushed us to the limit for this concert, and we are ready to deliver a jam-packed lineup of Jungle Book tunes and classical music,” he said.
 

 

